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In the August number of The Atlantic Monthly 
is a short novel, entitled Cecily, by William J. Hop- 
kins. In the second chapter there occurs the follow- 
ing paragraph : 

I have had all my time planned out for some while. 
It wijl be pretty thoroughly occupied with teaching 
my son and seeing that he has enough Latin and 
Greek. Now that these studies have gone out of 
fashion with the colleges, there is nobody to see that 
a boy gets enough of them unless his father sees 
to it. There is nothing to take their place; nothing 
else that will do, for a boy, just what they did. 
Modern methods ! I snap my fingers at modern 
methods. I have seen enough of the results of 
so-called modern methods in my own teaching. 
There are no results. 

It is interesting to have the value of the Classics 
emphasized thus casually where the appreciation will 
reach a large number of readers. It is also interest- 
ing to have the futility of modern methods so 
strongly stressed. It occurs to me to wonder whether 
the term 'modern methods' may not also have been 
intended to apply to the Classics. For surely dur- 
ing the last twenty years there has been a great deal 
said about modern methods and I wonder whether 
other non-teachers could say the same thing with 
regard to the modern methods of teaching Latin. 
For is not this period the period of beginners' books 
in which enough grammar is included to render the 
use of a grammar in addition unnecessary? And is 
not this the period when every means is emphasized 
to stimulate interest, this interest being according to 
the idea of the teacher rather than of the pupil? 
And is not this the period during which the reading 
of the secondary schools has been restricted more 
and more closely to a few set books? And is this 
not the period when the examination in prose com- 
position based on a passage in the author read has 
had the greatest vogue? It seems to me that all of 
these — you may not call them methods, but certainly 
devices — would go under the name of 'modern 
methods'. 

And have there really been no results? It is a 
question upon which people are not agreed and yet 
the tendency of criticism as exemplified in the re- 
marks of college officers charged with the adminis- 
tration of studies in recent years has been distinctly 
in the negative and the reports of the College En- 
trance Examination Board seem to imply the same. 
In the report of last year, for example, the statis- 



tics indicate that the least favorable showing was 
made in Latin. 

The report also says, "About four-fifths of the can- 
didates failed to receive 60 per cent in elementary 
prose composition and advanced prose composition. 
About three-fifths of the candidates failed to receive 
60 per cent in Caesar, Cicero, and sight transla- 
tion". 

The fact that the difference between the results 
in prose composition and Caesar, Cicero and sight 
translation is only one-fifth is an indication that rel- 
atively better work is done in the more difficult sub- 
ject, prose composition, than in the other; conse- 
quently such criticism cannot be directed towards 
the vagaries of any one paper. The percentage of 
candidates obtaining a rating between 90 and 100 and 
75 and 89 per cent is so instructive that I have sub- 
joined it. 

.2 8 sg S S 
St 2r Si 
* #. # 

Latin a. i. Grammar 0.9 11.3 42.4 

ii. Elementary Prose 

Composition 0.5 5.0 16.8 

b. Caesar 1.3 11.2 28.4 

c. Cicero 0.7 9.0 26.3 

d. Vergil, Aeneid I -VI.. 2.5 16.4 36.5 

, e. Nepos 0.0 0.0 0.0 

be. Caesar and Nepos 2.0 20.0 36.0 

f. Sallust 0.0 0.0 14.3 

g. Ovid 0.0 0.0 21.4 

1. Prose Composition 0.1 3.4 16.2 

m. Elementary Sight 

Translation of Prose 1.0 10.0 28.9 

p. Advanced Sight Trans- 
lation of Prose 0.0 7.9 39.7 

q. Sight Translation of 

Poetry 0.9 4.5 35.5 

dq. Aeneid I-VI and Sight 0.0 5-5 38.2 

Surely these results from our methods after four 
years of instruction are not encouraging. Is the 
fault with the methods, is the fault with the exami- 
nations, is the fault with the requirements? Person- 
ally I feel that the fault lies primarily with the 
requirements, next with the methods, and least of 
all with the examinations. These are always set 
with a view to laying stress upon knowledge of 
essentials and of the work covered. They could 
hardly be easier to be examinations at all and the 
scrutiny that they have to pass from the Board of 
Review makes it clear that they are not regarded as 
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unfair. That between 1,000 and 1,200 students These verses are reproduced in Aen. 2.15, 20: 

should study Latin grammar, elementary prose com- instar montis equum 

position, Caesar, Cicero, and Vergil for the time 

required in the secondary schools and make as poor uterumque armato milite complent. 

a showing on examinations which have been care- A certain thought occurred to the Trojans of the 

fully scrutinized makes the question of decision an Troades and to those of the Aeneid; compare Tro- 

easy one. The fault lies in the combination of ades 524-526 

methods and requirements or it lies in the organiza- »j T ' j lr «ravu.ei'oi irdv<ov 

tion of the schools and in the feeling which prompts T( jg' <„ ol , avdyere £6avov 

numerous parents to have their children study Latin TX«i8i Atoyevel Kdpa. 

when they are mentally unqualified for it. w ^ j^ en 2 „ ,. 

The thoughts evoked by Mr. Hopkins's paragraph " . _, 

, . . ^ ^ . . f, . ■ pnmusque Thymoetes 

are the more insistent because in the same number 1 dud imra mm £ s hortatur et arce i ocari . 

of The Atlantic Monthly is an article by Dr. Edmis- , , , .,,-,, j • 

,-., . , „ , '. . . . . , • , , In the play, as in the Aeneid, they prepared a joy- 
ton on Classical Education in America in which he , , . , ■ . 4- j 

. . ., , ., , , , , ,, ful reception for the image; compare Iroades 527- 
exconates the aims and methods pursued here, hold- 
ing up as a terrible example his own experience. It •" ' •"' 54 ' 545 55 
would be too mild to say that he has no words of T « °"* </? a veavi&W, 
commendation for our system. He has really no T « o« yepcuos Ik 8dp,a>v ; 
words strong enough to characterize what he regards texo.pp.evoi 8 doedais 
as its utter futility. He expressly declines to sug- SdXiov co-^ov arav 
gest any definite measures of relief, which is a pity ™<ra 8e yewa #pvyuiv 
because in the multitude of suggestions there lies the V P°* ™*<»s wppaBr). 
possibility of a solution. ............ .^ 

Meanwhile, however, it would be well for classi- kWtov 8* ap.<ptP6\ois Xivoio voos ixrel 

cal teachers everywhere to ponder the results of the o-K<i<j>os KeXaivov, els eSpavo^ 

College Board examinations. Such results are not ^ va o^xvtha « <povia irarpt— 

new in their experiences, but their publication may & naXXdSos decrav 0eas. 

stimulate them to action. G. L. , " V 

wapdevoi 8 

Vergil's Debt aipiOv avo. Kporov iroSw 

to tJ> e ftoiiv ep-eXvov ev<ppov, iv 

Hecuba and Troades of Euripides. Sdpois Se vaptpals ereXas 

(Concluded from Page 52) irvpds p.«Xeuvav aiyXav 

The cry of Aeneas (1.94-99) « KOS lU ™ ™ V V 

O terque quarterque beati, with Aen - 2 - 2 35-237, 238-240, 24S, 252-253: 

quis ante ora patrum Troiae sub moenibus altis Accingunt omnes operi, pedibusque rotarum 

contigit oppetere ! subiciunt lapsus, et stuppea vincula collo 

intendunt 

saevus ubi Aeacidae telo iacet Hector . . . Pueri circum innuptaeque puellae 

is the thought of Cassandra (Troades 386-389) ^ga^eT"'' fUnemQUe ma " U contin S ere 

TpSies Se wpvtTov /is', to koXXkttov kXcos, Ilia subit, mediaeque minans inlabitur urbi. 

uircp TraVpas edvno-KOv • ovs 8' eXoi 8dpi;, ■ ■ ; ■ ■ • . .• 

/■>•»',/ j. \ " Et monstrum infehx sacrata sistimus arce. 
vcKpoi y cs oikous <pe.pop.tvm <pi.A<ov mo 

iv yrj iraTpux. irtpi/3o\as eix ov X^ " '*- . ... . . fusi per moenia Teucri 

A choral ode of the Troades tells of the fatal conticuere, sopor fessos complectitur artus: 

horse and furnishes Vergil with more material for l n Troades 581, Andromache says -npiv ■kot r/pev ; 

Aeneas's story. It begins with an invocation like ; n I202 the chorus exclaims 0J8' It fori Tpoio and 

Musa, mihi causas memora (Aen. 1.8,1, thus, (see S o in 2.325 Aeneas cries, fuit Ilium. 

Troades 511-514) : As one of the chief incidents of the Hecuba is the 

ip.<f>( p.01 "IXiov, a> fate of Polyxena, so the Troades is concerned with 

Mowo-a, Kaivu>v vp.va>v the fates of Andromache, Astyanax and Cassandra. 

oaow iv Scucpuois «>8av iiriK^Buov. The wife of Hector tells her story (Troades 658- 

Then follow Troades 519-521 : 66 °) : 

IXmtov iirirov ovpavia , / ™« Y«P VP^V V 

Ppepovra xpvo-to<paXapov evo — 'AxiXXew p-t ttcus iPoyXqfh) Xo^eiv 

ttXov iv ttvXcus 'Axatoi. hapapra 8ov\cv<ra> 8' iv avBevrHv Sofiois. 



